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Carthaginians. These were followed by the
Greeks, who settled at the mouth of the
Tagus. Later Latin settlements were made,
and the sway of the Roman empire was ex-
tended over the country. In the fifth cen-
tury, the entire peninsula was overrun by
the Visigoths, and in the eighth century it
was conquered by the Moors. The rule of the
Moorish Caliphs was wise and for two cen-
turies the country prospered. As the final
result of the prolonged struggle between the
Moors and the Christians for control of the
country, Perdinand the Great conquered the
Moors, and his son, Alfonso IV of Spain,
in 1095 made Henry of Burgundy the first
count of Portugal. At this date the history
of Portugal begins.
The count, who owed feudal services to
the Castilian kings, was permitted to hold in
his own right whatever conquests he should
make from the Moors beyond the Tagus.
Henry's son, Alfonso I (1128-1185), defeat-
ed the king of Castile and made himself in-
dependent, gained the brilliant victory of
Ourique over the Moors and was saluted on
the field as king of Portugal. The Cortes
confirmed him in the royal title, and in 1181
gave to the kingdom a code of laws and a
constitution. The succeeding reigns from
Sancho I (1185-1211) to Denis, (1279-1325)
are noteworthy chiefly for the conflict with
the pope, who several times put the kingdom
under interdict. Denis's wise encouragement
of commerce, agriculture, manufactures and
navigation laid the foundation of the future
greatness of Portugal.
Denis was succeeded by Alfonso IV, who
in turn was succeeded by his son Pedro.
Dying in 1367, Pedro I was succeeded by
Ferdinand, on whose death in 1383 the male
line of the Burgundian princes became ex-
tinct. John I, the natural son, of Pedro, was
saluted king by the estates, and he proved an
excellent sovereign. In 1415 he took Ceuta,
on the African coast, and this was the first of
a series of enterprises which resulted in those
great expeditions of discovery on which the
renown of Portugal rests. The reigns of Ms
son Edward (1433-1438) and his grandson.
Alfonso V (1438-1481) were less brilliant
than that of John I; but the latter was almost
surpassed by that of John II (14814495),
perhaps the ablest of Portugal's rulers. ie
his reign "began a violent struggle with the
no"bility» whose power had become very great
tinder his indulgent predecessors. The expe-
 ditions of discovery were continued; Barthol-
omew Diaz doubled the Cape of Good Hope,
Vasco da Gama reached India, and Brazil was
taken possession of for Portugal by Cabral.
While these great events were still in prog-
ress, John II was succeeded by his cousin
Emmanuel (1495-1521), under whom the
power of Portugal reached its height. In the
reign of John III, son of Emmanuel (1521-
1557), Indian discoveries and commerce were
still further extended; but the rapid accumu-
lation of wealth, through the importation of
the precious metals and the monopoly of the
commerce between Europe and India, proved
disadvantageous to home industry. The wis-
dom which had hitherto so* largely guided the
counsels of the kings of Portugal now seemed
to forsake them. The Inquisition was intro-
duced, and the Jews, who were among the
wealthiest and most industrious citizens of the
country, were driven out. Sebastian, the
grandson of John III, lost his life in a battle
against the Moors and left his throne to
the disputes of rival candidates, of whom the
most powerful, Philip II of Spain, obtained
possession of the kingdom by the victory of
Alcantara. The Spanish yoke was grievous
to the Portuguese, and many efforts were
made to throw it off; but the power of Philip
was too great to be shaken. la 1640, by a
successful revolt of the nobles, Portugal re-
covered her independence, and John IV, duke
of Braganza, reigned till 1656, when he was
succeeded by Alfonso VI. Pedro II, who de-
posed Alfonso VI, concluded a treaty with
Spain (1668), by which the independence of
the country was acknowledged.
During the long reign of John V (1706-
1750) some vigor was exerted in regard to
foreign relations, while under his son and
successor, Joseph I (1750-1777), the Mar-
quis of Pombal, a vigorous reformer such as
Portugal required, administered the govern-
ment. On the accession of Maria, eldest
daughter of Joseph, in 1777, the power was in
the hands of an ignorant nobility and a not
less ignorant clergy. In 1792, on account of
the sickness, of the queen, John, the crown
prince, was declared regent. His connection
with England involved him in war with Na-
poleon; Portugal was occupied by a French
force under Junot, and the royal family fled
to Brazil.
In 1808 a British force was, landed under
Wellington, and after some hard fighting- the
decisive Battle of Vimeira took place, which

